ECM
SECOND QUARTER HIGHLIGHTS
 
Steve Tibbetts 
Life Of
Steve Tibbetts  guitar, piano; Marc Anderson percussion, handpan; Michelle Kinney cello, drones
Life Of, from one-of-a-kind guitarist and record-maker Steve Tibbetts, showcases the richness of his Martin 12-string acoustic guitar, along with his gamelan-like piano and artfully deployed field samples of Balinese gongs; the sonic picture also incorporates the sensitive percussion of long-time musical partner Marc Anderson and the almost subliminal cello drones of Michelle Kinney. Tibbetts, though rooted in the American Midwest, has made multiple expeditions to Southeast Asia, including Bali and Nepal; not only the sounds but the spirits of those places are woven into his musical DNA as much as the expressive inspiration of artists from guitarist Bill Connors to sarangi master Sultan Khan. Life Of has a contemplative shimmer like a reflecting pool.  

https://ecm.lnk.to/kmqYZ
Nik Bärtsch’s Ronin
Awase
Nik Bärtsch piano; Sha bass clarinet, alto saxophone; Thomy Jordi bass; Kaspar Rast drums

“Awase”, a term from martial arts, means “moving together” in the sense of matching energies, a fitting metaphor for the dynamic precision, tessellated grooves and balletic minimalism of Nik Bärtsch’s Ronin.  Six years have passed since the last release from the Swiss group. In the interim, trimmed from quintet to quartet size and with new bassist Thomy Jordi fully integrated, Ronin has become a subtly different band. Bärtsch speaks of a new-found freedom and flexibility in the approach to the material, with “greater transparency, more interaction, more joy in every performance”.   

https://ecm.lnk.to/7_jRJ
Elina Duni
Partir
 

Elina Duni  voice, piano, guitar, percussion

 

Songs of love, loss and leaving. After two highly acclaimed albums with her jazz quartet, Elina Duni issues her most intimate recording to date.  The entirely solo Partir features the Tirana-born vocalist, accompanied by her own piano, guitar and frame drum, interpreting songs from very diverse sources, from folk songs and chansons to songs of singer-songwriters.  Here we find traditional music from Albania, Kosovo, Armenia, Macedonia, Switzerland and Arab-Andalusia as well as Jacques Brel’s “Je ne sais pas”, Alain Oulman’s “Meu Amor”, Domenico Modugno’s “Amara Terra Mia”, Elina’s own “Let Us Dive In” and more.  Duni’s uniquely-expressive voice and pared-down arrangements locate a common thread of longing that runs through the material. 

https://ecm.lnk.to/1WTLr
Jakob Bro
Returnings 
 
Palle Mikkelborg trumpet, flugelhorn; Jakob Bro guitar; Thomas Morgan double bass; Jon Christensen drums

 

“Danish guitarist Jakob Bro creates magical music, impossible to categorize”, wrote Downbeat recently.  On Returnings the magic is intensified as Bro and musical soul-mate Thomas Morgan reconnect with two living legends of European jazz, trumpeter Palle Mikkelborg and drummer Jon Christensen.  It’s a wonderful combination:  Bro’s watercolor guitar sounds, Mikkelborg’s soft Milesian flugelhorn, Morgan’s impeccable choice of notes, and Christensen’s free-floating drumming. These components add up to one of the prettiest and subtlest jazz albums of recent times. 
 

https://ecm.lnk.to/gtQ7I
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